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m ABOUT THE CITY Al-Dahrieh Municipality

A strategic location with a deep history

Al-Dahrieh lies in the far south of the West Bank, about 22 km south of Hebron. Known as the
southern gateway of the West Bank, it is the last major population centre in the region and the
third-largest city in the Hebron Governorate, after Hebron and Yatta. The city is home to some

57,000 people, rising to about 70,000 when the surrounding villages are included.

The city was built on the ruins of the ancient Canaanite town of Goshen. Sultan al-Zahir Baybars
made it a strategic stronghold of his sultanate, and the city takes its name from him. Its urban
centre covers 30,000 dunums under the municipal master plan, while the lands of its

surrounding areas total 120,854 dunums, just over 70% of its historical area of 167,000 dunums.

57,000 70,000 3rd

residents in the city with surrounding villages largest city in the
governorate

30,000 120,854 167,000

dunums of urban centre dunums of surrounding lands dunums of historical area
Bordered by
Beersheba lands As-Samu’ Al-Burj Deir al-Asal Beit ar-Rush Dura

Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (2026); Al-Dahrieh Municipality master plan.
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MUNICIPALITY & VISION Al-Dahrieh Municipality

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

A municipality serving its community

Al-Dahrieh was established as a village council in 1963 and upgraded to a municipality in 1997.
Today it is governed by an elected 13-member council, including four women, headed by Eng. Al
Al-Awaisa, and employs 168 permanent and temporary staff. The municipality provides
infrastructure, water and sanitation, health and education services, development and
investment, and administrative services such as licensing and certification. It holds a high B++

rating from the Municipal Development and Lending Fund, based on administrative and financial

criteria.

1997 13 168 ClassB

became a municipality council members, 4 of permanent & temporary  Ministry of Local
them women staff Government

OUR VISION

“Al-Dahrieh: a prosperous, modern, developed and safe

city with a distinctive, pioneering cultural character.”

Our motto: Excellence in services, advanced performance and openness to society.

Strategy

We pursue our vision by coordinating efforts to deliver high-quality services and strengthen the
municipality’s leadership and development role, while moving towards financial self-reliance with
the support of citizens, civil society, the private sector, the national government and

international donors. Our priority programmes fall into four areas:

Environment & community ’
: Local economic development
infrastructure

Social development & empowerment n Administration & good governance

Community Profile - Al-Dahrieh 2026 3
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ECONOMY Al-Dahrieh Municipality

A commercial hub for the south

Its location has made Al-Dahrieh a commercial hub for more than 100,000 residents of the
Negev, and a main gathering point for workers from the southern West Bank who commute to
Beersheba, inside the Green Line. According to municipal records, more than 1,040 commercial
licences have been issued to professionals and businesses offering a wide range of goods and

services, including a comprehensive market that meets residents’ daily needs.

100,000+ 1,040+ 68.6%

Negev residents served commercial licences of residents in the labour
force

Labour force by sector

Work inside the Green Line* _ 52%
Public sector jobs _ 17%
Agriculture _ 15%
Trade e 1%

Manufacturing - 5%

* Before 7 October 2023. Since then, most of these workers have become unemployed because of closures and the

ban on Palestinian workers entering Israel.

The livestock market 130 years old

The market brings together livestock traders from the Negev, the Galilee, Gaza and northern
Palestine. Set in the heart of a livestock-breeding area rich in experienced herders, it is today
the most important livestock market in the West Bank and sets livestock prices across it. The
municipality has secured a grant from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) to

upgrade the market with veterinary services, a quarantine facility and a feed warehouse.
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m SERVICES & INSTITUTIONS

Al-Dahrieh Municipality

Services that reach everyone

Since 2000

Municipal Medical Centre

Founded in response to closures that
prevented residents from reaching hospitals
outside the city, the centre is still run at the
municipality’s own expense. With closures
continuing, it remains essential, and

securing its future is a priority.

Since 2013

Special Education Centre
Run in partnership with the Bait Al-Arabiya

Rehabilitation Society, the centre supports
the education of people with disabilities and

their inclusion in community life.

College of Islamic Sciences - the nucleus of a future university

Key institutions in the city
Health

e Duma Hospital (under construction and
equipping)

e Children's hospital

e Safe Motherhood Centre

¢ Health clinics

e Palestine Red Crescent

Economy & finance

e Chamber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture of South Hebron

e Four bank branches: Housing Bank, Bank of
Palestine, Quds Bank, Palestine Islamic Bank

e Agricultural cooperatives

Community Profile - Al-Dahrieh 2026
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Government & public services

Central police station and Magistrates’ Court
Interior and Labour directorate offices
Agricultural Extension Directorate

Central post office

Southern Electricity Company

Education, culture & society

30 schools, 5 of them in rented buildings that

lack proper health and school-environment

standards

College of Islamic Sciences, the nucleus of a
future university

Teachers’ Forum

Al-Dahrieh Youth Sports Club

Local radio stations, including Sawt Al-Shabab

Women's centres and the Islamic Charitable

Society
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m HISTORY & TOURISM Al-Dahrieh Municipality

A living old city
972 buildings of historical architectural

value, 2.5% of all such buildings in
Palestine

Al-Dahrieh’s old city is an important heritage site.
Municipal and donor initiatives have restored a
number of historic buildings and courtyards and
created visitor services and centres. The old city

also holds rock-cut wells and caves of harmonious

design.

Al-Khokha - the Fawzi Pasha Centre

One of the city's landmarks is Al-Khokha, a compound in the old city that now houses a centre
named after Fawzi Pasha, a former Ottoman army commander who built a fortress there. Its

buildings are known for a distinctive architecture of arches and lines.

The Byzantine Church of Anab c.600 AD

One of the rare churches discovered in Palestine over the past twenty years: a 700 m?
rectangular basilica whose east-west length is twice its north-south width. Its mosaic floors

need restoration and the road leading to it needs paving.

Archaeological sites in the surrounding villages
Kafr Jul Ar-Ras Deir al-Louz Umm Sir Ar-Rahwa Al-Jab’ari Aseela
Badghoush Deir Sa'ida Deir al-Hawa Atir Umm ad-Dimna Tell Awwad

Umm an-Nakhla
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RECREATION & SPORT Al-Dahrieh Municipality

A city united by sport

The “Deers of the South”

The people of Al-Dahrieh share a love of sport, above all football. The city's team was founded in
1974 by a group of young amateurs and has become one of the best in the country, winning several

formal and informal championships; its major titles are listed below.

In 2012 the municipality began building a sports stadium, which remains unfinished and still

needs stands, lighting and service facilities.

1983 2005 2012 & 2014

West Bank Cup Palestinian FA Cup Palestine Cup

2012 & 2015 Recently Since 1974

Abu Ammar Cup Jawwal Cup a nationally known club

From waste dump to park

Abu Kharrouba Park & Amusement
Park

The municipality turned a former dump in the
south-west of the city into a park of more than
20 dunums. In 2015 it opened a self-financed
amusement park, the first of its kind in the region,

which it continues to develop.
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m DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES Al-Dahrieh Municipality

Environment & community (02 Local economic development
infrastructure

. . . e Develop agriculture, support farmers’
e Improve public services and infrastructure, Pag # SERE

: ; resilience, encourage investment, and
especially the road network and traffic ' 9 '

protect and reclaim farmland.
management.
. . ¢ Organise industries and crafts in serviced
e Improve environmental conditions through
. industrial and craft zones.
better solid waste management.
¢ Rehabilitate the water network and increase ® BHOmBLE (el musstrert WitwHhe private

the city's supply: build a sewage network sector to create jobs for young people.

and treatment plants.

Social development &
(0)c P

04 Administration & good

empowerment governance

e Strengthen programmes for youth, women e Update and expand the master plan, and
and people with disabilities, and their build a GIS database integrated with
participation in local governance. municipal systems.

¢ Improve education services and e Strengthen preparedness for crises and
infrastructure, and activate cultural centres. disasters, with the equipment needed.

¢ Improve health services and infrastructure in e Build the institutional capacity of the
the city. municipality and grassroots organisations,

and embed good governance.
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m NEEDS & PARTNERSHIP Al-Dahrieh Municipality

The municipality’s key needs

Under current conditions, the municipality needs support in these areas to keep its services

running:
n Operating budget and continuity of n New waste-collection vehicles and
services engineering equipment
Road rehabilitation and infrastructure n Maintaining and upgrading water and
development sewage networks

H Solar energy and lower electricity n Emergency preparedness and
consumption stormwater drainage

Municipal staff and temporary n Equipping the hospital and supporting
employment programmes the municipal medical centre

Closing the shortage of schools and classrooms, and replacing

n rented buildings and rooms
Pictured: Zahrat Al-Madaen Mixed School, housed in a rented building

We believe in partnership

The municipality is expanding its network of international partners to strengthen cultural and
institutional exchange and deepen mutual understanding. Our cooperation with the German district of

Enzkreis, for example, is developing practical solutions for cardboard recycling and better waste

management.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Mr. Ahmad Qaisiya

Director of Administration & Public Relations
WhatsApp: +972 599 662 807

Eng. Yousef Sharoukh
Director of Development & Investment Unit
WhatsApp: +972 599 663 987

AL-DAHRIEH MUNICIPALITY

P.O. Box 51, Al-Dahrieh, Hebron, Palestine
Tel: +970 222267601

Email: Dahrieh@hotmail.com
www.aldahrieh.ps

Facebook & YouTube: AldahriehPS
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